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The following vessels presently in operation or ‘en the ways in the Caapian Ses
avea are capable of being converted into Naval umits in case of war:. Thoge of
the Shipping Compeny "Reydtanker® in Astrakhan whish include the "Lastachka"
motor . tugbcat series, M/S "Pamiat'! Tevarisch Volkova!, M/S "Dzhambul® (Fcrmer
Dzerzhinakil), M/S "Profintern”, M/S "Kuzmishev", M/S "Uritskiin, and the M/s
X Gedovechina Oktyabryal o

The motor ships were oonsirucied in the perlod 1934-1936 by the imeni Zhdanov
Sormovskil yerds, The main engines are non-compression, four-stage MAN~-type
Diesels, two to a ship. The Diesels are aix-oylinder 450 hp each, {(Tha total
1g 900 hp feor the powsr plant om each shl .) The ships are capable of 8=-10 lmots
unladen, These ships participated in combat cperaticns at Stalingrad in 1942~
1948 and demcnstrated good fighting qualities, Their supersiruciure iz entirely
of steel with the exsseption of the pllct house, The spardecks sre equipped with
two foundations for mounting antiairoreft machine or 37 mm oanxxr. The
foundations are placed cn the forwerd starboard and port sestlons of the spar-
deck, The ships ars in a good state of repair,

The regular erse of aotivity of these ehips is the northern part of the Csspilan
Sea: Astrakan-l4 Foct Boadstead - Gurev, go oosasionally to Baku and
Kragnovodak, The shipe have the terrifory of Zayachil Island i’num bank of the
Volge) as their base of operatlon.

ws&:ow motorships of the Riga Ship Cenmstruotion and Repair Yards such ast
"Gvardeyets and M/S "Partisan” ars also capable of oonversion.

The main enginee in eash ship develop 500 hp, and have a speed of 910 kmotes un-
1laden., The shipa have one sorew were oonstiuoted in 1946~47, These ships
have all-steel supsrsirusture wt%h the exseption of wooden pilot houses.

present these ahips have no special ipstallations for mount ni cannon or machire
guna, but thay can be used as combat uniis without major preliminary work. The
shipa operate regularly between Astraklan and Makhaochkalsa, but alsc ge occasion-
ally to Baku. They ere based in the Zayachii Island reglon on the right benk of
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The motor tugboat "Bogatyr" which was acquired as reparations from Germany is another
otentlal war vessel, It has two main engires of 550 hp each. It dees eight 'mots
beginning with the 1952 sesson it is guppesed to do 12 mots.) The lull and superstrud

ture are steel with the exoeption of the pilet house, The "Bogatyr"is an ice-breaker
(having a powerful ice-cutting strake), and a powerful eléctric crane, It can be used as

‘a salvage ship and as a combat ship without mejor changes, Thiz ship opérates in the

northern part, of the Casplen See from Astrakhan to the 14-Foot Roadst=ad, It is based in
“the Zeyaehii Island region on the right bank of the Volga,

The Caspien Dry=-scargo Shipping Company “Kaépf’mt" hag & number of ships capnbls ef being
sonverted into neval units in case of war, For example: The serles "B" Motor tugboats
bullt by the Baku Yards imeni Vano Sturus,

"M/S Burny® M/8 "Besatrashuy®
M/8 "Bedovy" M/8 "Bofkii
M/S "Bystry" /S 0 Bostmyn
W/8 "Bditelny M/ "Bc—;spcfdahadn;;"

These ships were budlt ir L947-1947, They have one serew ard thelr main engine develops
500 hp with a speed of 12-13 kuots unladen. The hull and. superstrusture aré entirely of
steel, There are foundations for 45 mm osnnon installed on the forecastles, and the
epardecks have foundations for sntleirereft mashine « In case of need, the wooden
oovering on the decks osn be quickly removed. The ships operate butween Daku, Astrakhan,
end Krasnovodsk, They are based in the avea of Pler 26 in Baku., In 1551 two serles "BM
tughoats appeared on the balarce sheet of the Port of Paku and were used for werk within
the port. They were besed in the area of pler 26 in Baku,

Apart from the 500 hp motor tugboats of the "Burny? serles, in 1948 in the imeni Vano.
Sturus yerds ocnstruetion wes atarted cn mohen tugs of the mome type, differing only in
belng more powerful end haring two sorewa, The maln enginee of each of theis boats de-
velop 200 by and it 48 Sutended to make flve of them, NL3 to N2, (M/8 "Tedshik" M/S
Kazakh', M/8 "Uzvek", sta) Twe of them ave destinsd for the shipping company "Reydtankoer
in Astrakban. The mmmtgg‘ are for the ahigptnf company "Kasp{lot! In Baku, In 1951
the aonatruction plan for 800 hyp tuge was not fulfilled, These ahips are supposed to go
into the aoctive fleet in 1942, .

The 800 hp moter tugbonts as well as the series "BV tuga oan be used as combat unlts,

The Vano Sturua yards 1in 1950 alge began songtruction on twin-sorew notor tugboats with
maln engines capable of 1200 hp in sach of the boats, The construction of 10 units, from
#23 through #32, 1o being planned, Tugs no 23 and 24 have been allotited te the "Reyd-
tanker" shipping company in Astrakhan and the remaining ones have been assigned to the
shipping companies "Kasptanker" and "Kaspflot" in Bake, In 1950 mot a aingle unit in this
series was delivered. The first shlpz, N23 and N24 were expected at the esd of the 1952
season. These ships can alse be used as comba® units without additional re-aquipping.
All these new ships have (on the bridge) a cealed makimus speed, The seal oarmnt be
broken without a special directive., At the present time, top spesd for thess ships is
12«14 knets, but Lf the seal is taken off they will be able to do 14~17 lmots., The
captaine and senlor engineers of such ships have been wavned that the willful remsval of
these seals will make them liable to prossocution,

Crews of all the above-listed ships comprise 24-32 men at -the present time. Living -
quarters for the crew have been fitted out in the held. The superstructure scntains enly
tllle cap"éain' 8 gquarters, those of the senior engineers and redio men &s well as operation-
al quarters,

Volga-Caspian and Ural-Casplan trusts "Chief Directorate for the Cagplan Fishing Indvstry®
("G-lavkasrybprosh") under the jurisdisctiocn of the Ministry of Fishing Imdusivies bhave
fleet directorates in their adminlstrative seh-up. The fishing fleet is mainly concentra-
ted in the northern part off ‘the Caspian Sea, At the end of the fishing seapcn the whole
fleet is based in Astrakhan at plers Two or Three and the Volga-Caspian trussis ahip re-
pair base at Elling,  The trust has no trawlers at its disposal. Wooden, seif-propelled
fishing ships, seiners and kavasaki (a type of Tishing vessel) are equipped with motors
of from 35 to 100 hp. The trust can use only two moterships of the ice-breaker-type ss
combat units: M/S "Silach® and M/S "Moguchii." These ships have steel mills and super-
structure and have 600 hp motors. They have nc speecial Installation for mounting artill-
ery or machine gung,
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